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* That by reason of his luxuriant health he is oppressive to persons of composed behaviour.
4 That he is endeavouring to forget the word "Pshaw, pshaw".
* That he is also weaning himself from his cane. ^
' That when he has learnt to live without his said cane, he will wait on the company', &c.
' The Memorial of JOHN RHUBARB, Esq.,
* Sheweth,
' That your petitioner has retired to the infirmary, but that he is in perfect good health, except that he has by long use, and for want of discourse, contracted an habit of complaint that he is sick.
* That he wants for nothing under the sun, but what to say;  and therefore has  fallen into this unhappy malady of "complaining that he is sick.
* That this custom of his makes him, by his own confession, fit only for the infirmary, and therefore he has not waited for being sentenced to it.
* That  he is conscious there is  nothing  more  improper than such a complaint in good company, in that they must pity, whether they think the lamenter ill or not; and that the complainant must make a silly figure, whether he is pitied or not.
'Your petitioner humbly prays, that he may have time to know how he does, and he will make his appearance.'
The Valetudinarian was likewise easily excused; ind this society being resolved not only to make it feheir business to pass their time agreeably for the present season, but also to commence such habits in themselves as may be of use in their future conduct in general, are very ready to give in to a fancied or real incapacity to join with their measures, in order to have no humorist^ proud man, impertinent or sufficient fellow, break in upon their happiness. Great evils seldom _ happen to disturb company, but indulgence in particularities of humour is the seed of making half our time hang in suspense, or waste away under real discomposures.